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PREFACE
This issue of New Mexico Law Review is the second annual Survey
of New Mexico law. The main purpose of the survey is to furnish
lawyers with an overview of the developments in the law in New
Mexico. Secondary purposes are to provide practitioners with practice pointers whenever possible, and to develop the survey issue into
a basic research tool. To the latter end, we have included an index of
New Mexico Bar Bulletin citations, as well as a categorical table of
cases. The Bar Bulletin Index was requested by a great number of
practitioners in response to a questionnaire we sent out last August.
The Survey year runs from April 1980 to March 1981. The articles
included within the Survey issue cover a wide variety of topics. The
topics were chosen both for intrinsic importance and importance of
the survey year developments. Space constraints forced us to exclude
some very interesting areas of the law. The topics covered in the next
survey will be somewhat different. Comments and suggestions concerning what new areas to cover, or how the Survey can be improved, are always welcome.
The articles in this Survey were written by practitioners, law professors, and students. We have not tried to cover every single development; nor is this issue designed to be an in-depth analysis of the
law in any given area. The cases and statutes reported represent developments which the authors believed to be most interesting and important. Student casenotes provide detailed analyses of single cases.
At the encouragement of the editors, the authors chose to work in
a number of different styles and formats. We hope that their differing views and analyses will provoke discussion in the legal community and will lead to a clearer understanding of the effects of changes
in New Mexico law. The editors are deeply grateful to the contributing authors for their time, prodigious effort, and patience during the
editing process.
The Editors

